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Wild's question: " Is everything right at the Main Base ? " was
received in an ominous silence that sent a pang of dread through
the waiting men. In a few minutes they were aboard and heard
all the news both good and bad.
If Wild and his companions were glad to see the ship, Davis
was equally relieved to find them all in safety. A quick embark-
ment was made and they sailed to the north at 9 p.m., for Davis
realised that not an hour could be wasted so late in the season.
There was insufficient coal for the ship to attempt a return to Cape
Denison had this been otherwise possible. By February 26th 300
miles of berg-laden sea had been passed through, and Hobart was
reached on March 15 th, 1913. Here news of the Scott disaster was
received and it was learned that Dr. Mawson was in wkeless com-
munication with civilization,
We must now turn back about a month and resume our tale of
Dr. Mawson's experiences after his tragic arrival at Cape Denison.
He found that the Aurora had only left a few hours before he
reached the station; but after recalling her the wind rose to sixty
miles an hour and Mawson sent Davis another message, which was
not received, giving him the choice of waiting for a calm or leaving
at once for the Western Base. When Mawson saw that the ship
had gone he wrote of Davis' decision : " At such a critical moment
determination, fearless and swift, was necessary, and, in coming to
his momentous decision, Captain Davis acted well and for the best
interests of the expedition."
Mawson found that ample provision had been made for the
party of seven men who were to remain at Cape Denison through
the second winter, though none of them looked forward with much
pleasure to a repetition of the blizzards. There was still, however,
a considerable amount of scientific work to be done and the wire-
less was a great solace; a budget of news enlivened breakfast and
took the place of the morning papers at home. On February ajrd
a message was sent to the Governor-General of Australia, and
through him another message to King George, asking permission
to name the new country between Adelie and Gates Lands King
George V Land, The royal permission was received on March
7th, thus proving the value of wireless in Antarctica,
Winter conditions began, in 1913, a month earlier than ia 1912,
or in February instead of March, though the higher wind velocities
were not reached until towards the end of the latter month* Dur-